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PROGRAM

 
Twenty-Four Preludes (2015)                                                                                           John Burge 
                                                                                                                                             (b. 1961) 
[Due to time constraints, Nos. 21, 22 and 23 will not be performed today.]
 
1. C Major
2. A Minor (Bells in Winter)*
3. G Major (Playground Games)
4. E Minor
5. D Major (Linear Reverberations)*
6. B Minor (Off-beat Waltz)
7. A Major
8. F Sharp Minor*
9. E Major (The Singing Clock)
10. C Sharp Minor
11. B Major (The Autoharp)*
12. G Sharp Minor (Das Thema)
 

Break – A Brief Comment
 
13. F Sharp Major (The One-note Ostinato)
14. E Flat Minor*
15.  D Flat Major (Polytonality)
16.  B Flat Minor (The Hummingbird)
17. A Flat Major (The Aeolian Harp)*
18. F Minor
19. E Flat Major (The Deadline)
20. C Minor*
24. D Minor (Le Fini) 
 
*These Preludes employ non-traditional piano performance techniques.
                                                                                      



 
Coming up at the Faculty of Music...

The Killing Flower  
(Luci mie traditrici)

Wed Feb 1 | Walter Hall
7:30 pm (Pre-show 6:30 pm) 

Wind Ensemble
Thu Feb 9

7:30 pm | MacMillan Theatre

Wind Symphony
Fri Feb 10

7:30 pm | MacMillan Theatre

Tickets: music.utoronto.ca or 416-408-0208

 
 

PROGRAM NOTE 

The overall design of John Burge’s Twenty-Four Preludes for solo piano (one in each of the possible 24 major and minor 
keys) reveals his affinity to the music of Chopin. This connection is further underscored by a couple of rather specific allusions 
to two of Chopin’s compositions (heard in Burge’s Preludes Number 17 and 24). Equally though, the Preludes of Debussy, 
with their expressive textural sonorities and colour, can also be considered touchstones, especially in the way that Burge 
provides subtitles for 14 of his Preludes (Debussy added a descriptive title at the end of each of his Twenty-four Preludes). 
The most unusual aspect of Burge’s Preludes is that eight of them use extended instrumental techniques such as strum-
ming strings inside the piano. These techniques are very simple to execute and do not require any advance preparation of 
the piano but in most cases can only be realized successfully on a grand piano with the music stand removed. As a guiding 
principle, Burge tried to embrace each Prelude’s tonic key in an audibly recognizable fashion so that at times the music is 
emphatically tonal, even in the Preludes that involve non-traditional performance practices.

This work was dedicated to Mathew Walton, a talented young Canadian pianist who has already performed much of John 
Burge’s piano music. Walton presented a complete performance of Burge’s Preludes as the final graduating requirement for 
his DMA in Piano Performance at the University of Alberta in September 2016 which can be viewed on YouTube. In recent 
years, John Burge has been bringing out beautiful editions of his piano music including these Preludes with the Red Leaf 
Pianoworks collective (www.redleafpianoworks.com). 
 

BIOGRAPHY

John Burge grew up in Calgary studying the piano with Dorothy Hare, receiving his RCM Associate diploma in Piano Perfor-
mance before finishing high school. He holds three degrees in Composition and Theory from the Universities of Toronto and 
British Columbia and since 1987 has been teaching at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, where he is a full professor. 
One of his most popular works, Flanders Fields Reflections, for string orchestra, received the 2009 Juno Award for Best 
Canadian Classical Composition as recorded by Sinfonia Toronto. More recently, his Piano Quartet received a 2016 Juno 
Award nomination in the same category in a recording by Ensemble Made in Canada. In 2014, for his success as a compos-
er and general supporter of the Arts in Canada he was inducted as a Fellow into the Royal Society of Canada. Burge loves 
working with young musicians and is in high demand as a music festival adjudicator and clinician. In recent years he has 
been performing solo piano recitals of his own compositions often in lecture/demonstration format. More information about 
John Burge and his music can be found at www.johnburge.ca.

The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor
bloorstculturecorridor.com


